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DES MOINES - On August 7, 2006, after a ten-day trial, a federal jury in Des Moines

convicted Peter Vincent Boesen, M.D., of Des Moines, of eighty-two health care fraud offenses,

announced United States Attorney Matthew G. Whitaker.  The federal jury returned guilty

verdicts against both Boesen and his brother, James F. Boesen, Jr., on all counts of the eight-

three count indictment, but United States District Judge James E. Gritzner threw out the

convictions of James Boesen, based on the Judge Gritzner’s finding of insufficient evidence and

also dismissed the conspiracy conviction on Dr. Boesen.

Dr. Boesen operates an ear, nose and throat clinic in Des Moines, and his brother, James

Boesen, is his office manager and administrator.  United States District Judge James E. Gritzner 

continued Dr. Boesen’s bond and will schedule Dr. Boesen’s sentencing at a later time.

The Indictment charged that between 1997 and 2002 the Boesen brothers conspired to

commit health care fraud by submitting claims to Wellmark, Medicare and Medicaid, for

procedures that were not actually performed by Dr. Boesen.  Dr. Boesen was convicted of the

following charges:

gFifty-two counts of committing health care fraud by submitting claims to Wellmark,



Medicare and Medicaid, for nasal endoscopies with debridement, which were not

actually performed on the patient.

gTwenty-four counts of committing health care fraud by submitting claims to Wellmark,

Medicare and Medicaid, for cholesteatoma removal procedures which were not actually

performed on the patient. 

gSeven counts of submitting claims to Wellmark and Medicaid for otoacoustic emissions

tests, which were not medically necessary. 

The health care fraud charges are each punishable by a term of imprisonment of not more

than ten (10) years, a fine of not more than $250,000.00, or both.  Additionally, Dr. Boesen also

faces a forfeiture count seeking approximately $428,971.38, which the government alleges

represents proceeds from the fraudulent activity, which Judge Gritzner will resolve at subsequent

hearing.

This case was investigated by the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit of Iowa, Federal Bureau

of Investigation and the Office of Inspector General for the Department of Health and Human

Services.


